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At the heart of the work, Scarred by Struggle, Transformed by Hope is a searing
personal tale of a young Sr. Joan Chittister. Having been accepted to one of the
country's most prestigious writing programs, the permission to attend was
inexplicably and, without warning, withdrawn by her superior at the last moment.

It was a cruel act without explanation and sent Chittister into a deep consideration
of her vocation, of what it means to deal with this kind of unexpected, life-altering
disappointment, and what it means, ultimately, to find hope.

In today's episode of "Risking the Questions" Sister Joan recounts that incident and
the lifelong insights that emerged. Change, she says, is a condition of life in the 21st
century and "real change is that place where the struggle starts. … There's nothing
fixed here now. Our theology isn't fixed, the culture isn't fixed. The institutions are
changing. Our relationships shift all the time, even the family. But if we are raised on
absolutes then, then what happens? Is God responsible for these negative absolutes
in my life?"

Her answers to those questions might surprise. They are drawn from years of
dealing with her own and others' struggles, and from realizing where, in those
struggles, are our sources of hope.
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"Risking the Questions" is a joint project of Benetvision and NCR. This podcast has
been made possible in part by the generosity of Bill and Jeanne Buchanan.
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How to Listen

Click the "play" button inside this article to start the show. Make sure to keep the
window open on your browser if you're doing other things, or the audio will stop.

From your mobile device:

You can listen and subscribe to "Risking the Questions" from any podcast app. If
you're reading this from an iPhone or other Apple mobile device, tap this link to
listen in Apple Podcasts. The podcast is also available on Spotify, at this link.

If you prefer another podcast app, you can find "Risking the Questions" there.

This story appears in the Risking the Questions feature series. View the full series.
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